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Pars of an Echinacea Seed Head
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Figure 1. A cleaned receptacle. All of the
dchenes have been removed frorm this
seed head, leaving bbehind the bracts,

Figure 3. Several achenes. These

are indivicuol achenes, removed
from the seed head and without
corolla tubbes gftached.

An Echinacedseed head
corsists of severdl mdain
feqtures,

The receptacle s the

head of the inflorescence,
excluding the peduncle,

or the stem of the inflorescence.

The receptacle has

two types of florets
and achenes: ray |Receptacle

and disk, The disk
florets contain achenes
and hawve bracts,
sometimes called
receptacle bracts. These

oracts are sometimeas
deciduous, faling off

Figure 2. Two receptacles of wvarying sizes.

after the process of
cleaning. The ray florets
dre benedth the disk
florets, circling the lbbase

of the head. They dliso Achenea

contair achenes and
haorve boracts called

imvolucral bbracts, which Corola fube | B

are hdiny.

The ray achenes are sterile, while the disk
cchenes are not. The ray achenes are
generdlly three sided, while the disk achenes
dre four sided.

Achenes are the fruits of the receptacle,
and macry of may Not contain seeds,

Figure 5. These are receptacles
with few or No persisTing bracts.
Occasiondlly, most of the bracts
will Fall off In the process of

Cledning. These bracts are
referred to s "deciduous
DreIcls. .,

depending on whether the floret was
polinated.

Figure 4. Achenes with and without the
corolla tube. The achene on top does Not
hawve a corolla tube while the achene
Delow It does. These are disk achenes.
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Figure 6. Common chaff
found in Echincaced haeads.
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