This summer at Landfill, I performed pollen crosses on Coreopsis palmata heads. My goal was to assess whether they exhibit style persistence as an indicator of pollen limitation. In other words, I wanted to see if their styles shriveled sooner when they received compatible pollen than when they did not. Because C. palmata heads each only flower for several days, and because I collected data only every three days, I did not obtain conclusive results. However, I made some observations that may be useful for the further study of this species.

· In 2011 at Landfill, C. palmata flowered from mid-June to very early August. Peak flowering was probably around July 15th-25h.
· C. palmata grows rhizomatously in addition to producing seeds. Thus, clusters of stems growing very close to each other all likely come from the same plant.

· Each stem had 1-6 heads. Heads from the same stem do not tend to flower synchronously.

· Each head has about 4-5 rows of florets and seems to put out one row of anthers each day. The florets dry up (and often fall off) a day or two after the head has finished flowering (leaving the seeds still attached to the head). Therefore, to determine whether styles shrivel faster when successfully pollinated, one should observe style condition every day. 

· A short bract subtends each floret, but the bracts are not usually visible until the florets fall off after the head is done flowering.

· Small yellowish larvae live on many of the heads. As adults, they look like small black beetles (~1cm.). They do not appear to harm the plant (even when many of them are trapped  together on a single bagged head).

· C. palmata pollen comes out around mid-morning, at about 9:30 AM on a sunny day. At Landfill, pollinators were abundant, making it difficult to find pollen after 11 AM.
